[Indications for surgical treatment of spinal injuries].
Now as before, a deteriorating paraplegia as well as a partial transverse lesion are absolute indications for a stabilization of spinal injuries. The operation has to be carried out within a few hours after the accident. A complete transverse lesion as well as an instable situation in the spine are relative indications for surgery. In these cases, the operation should be performed as early as possible considering the easier reposition and the possibility of an earlier beginning of rehabilitation measures. The condition of the posterior vertebral body edge, the root of the vertebral arch and the articular process of a vertebra are decisive for the stability of the spine. Acute surgery in injuries to the spine is dependent on the operability of the patient, the presence of a surgeon skilled in spinal surgery together with an appropriate staff, and the possibility to produce at any time a CT scan of the spine.